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Month! Joan Crawford's 
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— “even more powerful — 
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Delight Evans/Screen- _ 
land’s Editor, is long 
recognized as a leading 
_ authority on the motion 
- picture. She says ‘Craw- 
ford does it again with — 
another brilliant charac- : 
= terization” = 
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| by the Sunday Mirror Magazine Section. | 
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(Advance Theatre Story) 


Crawford-Heflin Starrer 


Opens At Strand Friday 


Handsomely refuting the ca- 
nard that there is “nothing new 
under the sun” is Warner Bros.’ 
new film drama, ‘Possessed”’, 
which opens at the Strand 
Theatre Friday. Boasting an 
outstanding cast headed by co- 
stars Joan Crawford and Van 
Heflin, the film presents a 
startling departure from the 
routine treatment ordinarily ac- 
corded the theme of unrequited 
love and, incidentally, provides 
Joan Crawford with one of her 
most challenging roles to date. 

Based on a story by Rita Wei- 
man, the Silvia Richards-Ranald 
MacDougall screenplay details 
the emotional pitfalls encoun- 
tered by Louise Howell (Joan 
Crawford) in her pitifully 
frustrated search for love. That 
these pitfalls might have been 
avoided had Louise known how 
to face reality is not important 
here. What the film emphasizes, 
instead, are those fundamental 
changes which occur in Louise 
when she is no longer able to 
sidestep the emotional entangle- 
ments she has _ assiduously 
avoided up to the present. 

Anxious for love, she meets 
David Sutton (Van Heflin) and 
devotes herself to him with an 
intensity hitherto foreign to her 
nature. But David’s ardor soon 
languishes and, from then on, 
everything that Louise does 
evolvcs from her overwhelming 
c-*ermination to regain his love 
at any cost or, failing that, to 
achieve his downfall. Her re- 
sulting failure is of truly ma- 
jestic proportions. For, from the 
start, it is apparent that her 
marriage to Dean Graham 
(Raymond Massey), kindly, 


(Current Theatre Story) 


Rejected Love 
Is ‘Possessed’ 


wealthy widower; her subse- 
quent difficulties with Dean’s 
sensitive young daughter (Ger- 
aldine Brooks) ; and her eventual 
decision to em- 
ploy lethal log- 
ic in untan- 
gling her con- 
fusion — all 
point unerring- 
ly to her own 
inevitable un- 
doing. 

Rarely has 
an actress had 
so fine an op- 
portunity to 
display her 
virtuosity as 
Joan Crawford 
has in the dif- 
ficult and exciting role of Louise. 
In addition, she is directed by a 
top-notch veteran of the mega- 
phone, Curtis Bernhardt; and is 
further aided by an outstanding 
cast that includes, in addition to 
co-star Van Heflin and _ the 
above-mentioned Raymond Mas- 
sey and Geraldine Brooks, other 
able performers like Stanley 
Ridges, John Ridgely and Moroni 
Olsen. 

As the third Joan Crawford 
starring film produced by Jerry 
Wald for Warners, “Possessed” 
follows in the wake of two illus- 
trious predecessors, ‘Mildred 
Pierce” and ‘“Humoresque’’. 
Franz Waxman is credited with 
the film’s original music. The 
photography was directed by 
Joseph Valentine, A.S.C. 

Other important contributions 
to the success of Miss Craw- 
ford’s latest picture were made 
by Art Director Anton Grot; 
Film Editor Rudi Fehr, Sound 
by Robert B. Lee; Dialogue Di- 
rector, Herschel Daugherty; and 
Set Decorations by Fred Mac- 
Lean. 


MAT No. 1D 


Joan Crawford 


THE STORY 


(Advance Reader) 


‘Possessed’ 
Opens Friday 
At Strand 


Joan Crawford and Van Hef- 
lin share stellar billing in War- 
ner Bros.’ new film drama, “Pos- 
sessed,” opening Friday at the 
Strand Theatre. An excellent 
company of supporting players 
features Raymond Massey and 
screen newcomer Geraldine 
Brooks in other important roles. 

Based on a story by Rita Wei- 
man, “Possessed” was adapted 
for the screen by Silvia Richards 
and Ranald MacDougall and 
was directed by Curtis Bern- 
hardt for producer Jerry Wald. 
The film’s original music was 
composed by Franz Waxman. 
Joseph Valentine, A.S.C., direc- 
ted the photography. 


(Opening Day Reader) 


‘Possessed’ 
Starts Today 
At Strand 


“Possessed,” a Warner Bros. 
film drama starring Joan Craw- 
ford and Van Heflin and featur- 
ing Raymond Massey and screen 
newcomer Geraldine Brooks in 
other important roles, heads the 
new bill opening tonight at the 
Strand Theatre. 

A story by Rita Weiman sup- 
plied the material for the Silvia 
Richards-Ranald MacDougall 
screenplay which was directed 
by Curtis Bernhardt and pro- 
duced for Warners by Jerry 
Wald. Photography and original 
music for the film were executed, 
respectively, by Joseph Valen- 
tine, A.S.C. and Franz Waxman. 


(Not for Publication) 


An unidentified woman (Joan Crawford) is found wander- 
ing in downtown Los Angeles, ill and dazed. The proprietor of 
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THE CAST 


LOUISE HOWELL 
DAVID SUTTON 


Dean Graham 


JOAN CRAWFORD 
VAN HEFLIN 
Raymond Massey 


Carol Graham Geraldine Brooks 
Dr. H. Willard 


Harker 


Stanley Ridges 
John Ridgely 
Moroni Olsen 
Nana Bryant 

Erskine Sanford 
Gerald Perreau 
Lisa Golm 

Don McGuire 
Douglas Kennedy 
Monte Blue 

Griff Barnett 


THE PRODUCTION STAFF 


Produced by Jerry Wald. Directed by Curtis Bernhardt. Pho- 
tographed by Joseph Valentine, A.S.C. Art Director, Anton 
Grot. Film Editor, Rudi Fehr. Sound by Robert B. Lee. Dia- 
logue Director, Herschel Daugherty. Wardrobe by Bernard 
Newman. Miss Crawford’s Wardrobe by Adrian. Makeup 
Artist, Pere Westmore. Set Decorations by Fred M. MacLean. 
Assistant Director, Sherry Shourds. 


(Prepared Review) 


Warners’ ‘Possessed’ 


a beanery calls an ambulance which takes her to the Los 
Angeles County Hospital. There, Dr. Harvey Willard (Stanley 
Ridges), examines her, She does not recall her name. Clothing 
labels from a Washington, D. C., store are the only clues to 
her previous existence. After prolonged questioning, however, 


Theme At Strand 


Stirring Strand Drama 


An exhaustive inquiry into the 
anguished emotions of a woman 
rejected by the man she loves 
furnishes the exciting thematic 
fabric of Warner Bros.’ “Pos- 
sessed,” now at the Strand The- 
atre. Joan Crawford and Van 
Heflin, in co-stellar roles, head 
the cast of the Jerry Wald pro- 
duction which follows faithfully 
in the distinguished tradition of 
its two illustrious predecessors, 
“Mildred Pierce” and “Humor- 
esque.” 

Essentially the story of an im- 
passioned devotion that is trans- 
formed into an overwhelmingly 
vengeful hate, the film details 
the pathetic progress of Louise 
Howell (Joan Crawford) from 
the height of her all-consuming 
love for David Sutton (Van Hef- 
lin) through his waning interest 
in, and eventual disavowal of 
her; to a bitter, breathtaking 
climax in which she discovers 
that an empty revenge has 
brought about her own miserable 
undoing. 

A competent supporting cast 
features Raymond Massey, in 
the role of Louise’s devoted hus- 
band; and Geraldine Brooks, 
promising young screen new- 
comer, as Louise’s openly-rebel- 
lious stepdaughter. 

“Possessed” was directed by 
Curtis Bernhardt from _ the 
screenplay by Silvia Richards 
and Ranald MacDougall, based 
on a story by Rita Weiman. 
Franz Waxman is credited with 
the film’s original music; and 
Joseph Valentine, A.S.C., with 
direction of photography. 


Dr. Willard learns this story: 


She is Louise Howell, a nurse in the employ of Dean 
Graham (Raymond Massey) to whose ailing wife, Pauline 
(Nana Bryant), she ministers. The Graham summer home is 
situated across the lake from the summer lodge of David Sut- 
ton (Van Heflin), handsome engineer with whom Louise is 


madly in love. 


When David abruptly announces their romance is over, 
Louise becomes hysterical but fails to move David with tears 
or entreaties. Subsequently, Mrs. Graham querulously accuses 
Louise of trying to win Dean away from her, an accusation 


so baseless, Louise ignores it. 


Increasingly miserable wihout David, Louise tries unsuc- 
cessfully to see him. Then, one night Mrs. Graham is found 
drowned and the inquest arrives at a verdict of “suicide.” 

Dean’s two children, Carol (Geraldine Brooks), young and 
attractive, and eight-year-old Wynn (Gerald Perreau), arrive 
home and Carol causes more trouble for Louise by mouthing 
the same vitriolic accusations uttered originally by her 
mother. She discharges Louise but Dean asks her to stay on 
and help run his home. She remains in spite of Carol’s open 


hostility. 


Back in Washington for the winter, Louise sees David 
unexpectedly when he visits Dean on business. Afraid to be 
further exposed to his charm, she decides to leave the Graham 
employ but Dean, instead, asks her to marry him. Louise ac- 
cepts, mainly to gain the wealth and prestige she feels will 
make her more attractive to the unattainable David. 

Once married, Louise dispatches her wifely duties with 
seeming serenity but actually nurtures a secret and desperate 
love for David. Learning that he and Carol plan to marry, 
she calls on David and confronts him with a gun. He tries to 
reason with her to no avail. She kills him, rather than lose 


him to anyone else. 


Thus ends Louise’s story to Dr. Willard. The doctor locates 
Dean who arrives promptly from the East, still deeply in love 
with Louise. When Willard advises him that Louise is so ill 
and confused she may not recognize him immediately, Dean 
is prepared to wait for her indefinitely, certain she will be 


well once more. 


RUNNING TIME: 108 mins. 


Joan Crawford’s highly artic- 
ulate portrayal of a dangerous 
woman, dangerously in _ love, 
and Van Heflin’s suavely cyn- 
ical performance as her co-star 
and dramatic foil, are firmly 
bolstered by the generally out- 
standing production accorded 
Warner Bros.’ stirring new film 
drama, “Possessed”, which 
opened at the Strand Theatre 
last night. 

Joan Crawford’s rare vir- 
tuosity as an actress was never 
more apparent than in her new- 
est role as the emotionally- 
anguished Louise Howell who 
has the misfortune to fall in 
love with David Sutton (Van 
Heflin), a man whose consider- 
able charm is matched only by 
the chameleon-like complexion of 
his romantic interests. 

How Louise endures the pain 
of his frank rebuffs and, seem- 
ingly -recovered, marries her 
wealthy widowed employer 
(Raymond Massey), only to 
find herself helplessly bound to 
David long after he has brought 
their brief romance to an end; 
and how she arrives at last at 
the brutal decision to solve her 
problems by lethal methods, 
makes “Possessed” a thoroughly 
engrossing motion picture, cer- 
tain to cause wide and lively dis- 
cussion for some time to come. 

Under Curtis Bernhardt’s 
able direction, others in a large 
supporting company contribute 
individually expert characteriza- 


tions. Noteworthy among these 
are the performances of Ray- 
mond Massey, as the wise and 
patient husband; and of screen 
newcomer Geraldine Brooks, as 
the sensitive 
step -daughter 
whose unstud- 


Produced by 
Jerry Wald 
(who was also 
responsible for 


“Mildred 

Pierce” and 

MATNo. 1A “ Humor- 
Van Heflin esque”) “Pos- 


sessed” 
achieves the same degree of sus- 
penseful drama and stirring ro- 
mance that distinguished its 
predecessors. In addition, the 
new film boasts an unusually 
fresh photographic approach, 
containing a number of remark- 
able cinematic “firsts.” Based on 
a story by Rita Weiman, the ex- 
cellent screenplay was written 
by Silvia Richards and Ranald 
MacDougall, with special music 
contributed by Franz Waxman. 
Joseph Valentine, -A.S.C., _ is 
credited with direction of the 
eye-filling photography. 
“Possessed” is that rare mo- 
tion picture achievement — an 
absorbing, entertaining experi- 
ence on a_ thoroughly adult 
level. Don’t miss it! 


(Biographical Feature) 


Rise To Top No Sinecure, Mostly 
Work, Says Star Joan Crawford 


Still No. Joan C-38 


LOVELY STAR Joan Crawford plays her most dramatic role to 
date in Warner Bros. “Possessed”, now at the Strand Theatre for a 
week’s engagement. Co-starring with Miss Crawford is Van Heflin. 
Raymond Massey and Geraldine Brooks head the supporting cast. 


MAT No. 2C 


Warners’ Studio Library 
Records City’s Noises 


What sort of noise does your 
home town make? 

Chances are, if it has played 
any part in a Warner Bros. 
picture, its city sounds have 
been recorded and are a part of 
the studio’s library of sound ef- 
fects. 

The new Joan Crawford pic- 
ture “Possessed”, which comes 
to the Strand Friday, for ex- 
ample, is played principally in 
two cities, Baltimore and Los 
Angeles. 

Baltimore, according to Hal 
Shaw, librarian of sound effects 
at Warner Bros. Studios, has 
more than its share of church 
and other bells. Baltimore will 
be able to hear itself on the 
screen when “Possessed” arrives 
there. 

As for Los Angeles, its most 
distinctive noise, according to 
the same authorities, is a chorus 
of automobile horns mixed with 
shrieking sirens. Also, it has an 
uncommon number of flat- 
wheeled street cars which add 


to the distinctive hubbub of the’ 


West Coast city. “Possessed” 
starts in Los Angeles, with one 
such street car and the story 
returns, periodically, to that city 
and its particular sound effects. 
New York, says Shaw, has a 
sound effect all its own. This 
is made up of distant steamboat 
whistles, the low rumble of the 
subway, bells and whistles at 
certain hours, and the whisper 
of hurrying millions anxious to 
get some place else in a hurry. 
Chicago is marked by the over- 
head roar of the elevated and 
the sound of the wind from or 
toward Lake Michigan. 
London’s background noises 
are punctuated by the sound of 
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Big Ben telling the public the 
time, the clap-clap of horse- 
drawn vehicles on cobblestone 
pavements and the overall rum- 
ble of eight million people on 
the move. 

Your home town has a distinc- 
tive background of its own in 
the sound 
man’s world. 
Whenever a 
picture is to be 
made by War- 
ner Bros. Stu- 
dios with a 
definite city as 
its locale, a 
sound - effects 
crew will roam 
its environs 
some weeks be- 
fore the pic- 
ture starts, to 
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sounds of 
which the pop- 
ulace, from long association, is 
almost unaware exist. 
“Possessed,” which stars Joan 
Crawford and Van Heflin, also 
has a large supporting cast 
headed by Raymond Massey and 
Geraldine Brooks. Curtis Bern- 
hardt directed the Jerry Wald 
production for Warner Bros. 


Like Father, 
Like Daughter 


Geraldine Brooks, currently in 
Warner Bros.’ ‘Possessed,’ is 
the daughter of Jimmie Stroock, 
prominent Broadway theatrical 
costumer, and has herself been 
associated with the theatre since 
girlhood in New York City. 


Determination 
Was Formula 
For Others, Too 


Humble beginnings have be- 
come commonplace in Holly- 
wood. 

Bette Davis helped pay for 
her early education and training 
by waiting on tables at the pri- 
vate school she attended. 

Barbara Stanwyck was a tele- 
phone operator before oppor- 
tunity knocked for the then 
Ruby Stevens to try her dancing 
and acting talents on the stage. 

Joan Crawford, who stars 
with Van Heflin in Warner Bros.’ 
“Possessed” opening Friday at 
the Strand, clerked in a Kansas 
City department store to earn 
the wardrobe which launched 
her on her stage and motion 
picture career. 


First Osear 


None of the others climbed 
further or from more humble 
beginnings than has Miss Craw- 
ford. Few, if any others, have 
done so entirely on their own 
determination. Joan Crawford 
is the feminine version of a 
Horatio Alger hero in Holly- 
wood. 

She was gay and spectacular 


-when Hollywood, generally 


speaking, was gay and spectac- 
ular. She has become a serious 
actress, intent on playing worthy 
roles, since (or when) Holly- 
wood itself settled into its se- 
rious-minded groove. In _ this 
phase of her career, she won 
her first Academy Award in 
many years of honest effort for 
“Mildred Pierce” and undertook 
her present role which will prob- 
ably earn her consideration for 
next year’s kudos. 


Brentwood Home 


During her years in Holly- 
wood, Joan Crawford has lived 
in the same house in Brentwood 
she started to build with her 
first salary as a motion picture 
star. It has been enlarged and 
is now one of the most luxurious 
—yet dignified — homes in the 
entire motion picture colony. 

Joan’s original name was Lu- 
cille Le Seuer and her second, 
Billie Cassin, the name under 
which she went on the stage. 
It was after she won her first 
motion picture contract that she 
received her present name via 
a studio contest. 


Film Trilogy 


Success came rapidly and 
early in Hollywood, but. still 
Joan’s troubles were not en- 
tirely over even after she had 
become a well established star. 
She voluntarily left the studio 
to which she had been under 
contract for a long time and 
waited two long and discourag- 
ing years to find a new affiliation 
and a story worthy of what she 
felt had been her unused talents 
as a dramatic actress. 

“Mildred Pierce” was that 
story and that opportunity — 
and she proved her point by 
winning her first Academy 
Award with it. 

“Humoresque” was the sec- 
ond carefully selected story and 
opportunity, and a third dra- 
matic undertaking, “Possessed,” 
will complete Joan’s first trilogy 
of serious screen roles. Her pro- 
ducer, Jerry Wald, is currently 
preparing several new stories. 


Still No. GB-6 


GERALDINE BROOKS, new 
Warner Bros. starlet, portrays 
the step-daughter in Warners’ 
“Possessed,” the Joan Crawford- 
Van Heflin starrer at the Strand. 


MAT No. 1G 


Massey Career 
Saga Of 
Soldier, Actor 


Raymond Massey, now on the 
Strand screen in “Possessed,” 
the Warner Bros. film starring 
Joan Crawford and Van Heflin, 
who has played everything from 
Nazi officers to General Chen- 
nault, is pleased he is doing his 
first civilian role since the great 
free-for-all. 

Massey’s run of uniforms 
started back in the first world 
war with one that was no foolin’. 
He was in the Canadian Field 
Artillery, fought in France, was 
wounded at Ypres and, when 
he had recovered, was assigned 
to occupation duty in Siberia. 
Here it was that he started his 
theatrical career, organizing 
minstrel troupes. 

When Massey finished his 
services he spent a brief time 
studying dramatics at Oxford 
University. Four years later he 
was an established performer on 
the English stage and partici- 
pated in the ownership and man- 
agement of the Everyman The- 
atre. 

After a score of plays in Eng- 
land and the United States, 
Massey was asked to do “Abe 
Lincoln in Illinois” on the New 
York stage. This was 1938 and 
led him to Hollywood where he 
recreated the part for the screen. 

The recent war, however, 
found Massey back in uniform 
as a major in the Canadian 
army. 

Ironically, Massey’s first as- 
signment on returning to Holly- 
wood plumped him back into a 
uniform. It was to play the role 
of General Claire Chennault in 
Warner Bros.’ “God Is My Co- 
Pilot” with Dennis Morgan. As 
though this were not enough, 
the next Warner assignment 
was to play the Nazi heel in 
“Hotel Berlin.” 

Respite came when he went 
to New York and did, with great 
success, the play, “Pygmalion.” 
The play finished, Massey re- 
turned to Hollywood half ex- 
pecting to go back into uniform. 
Instead he was assigned the role 
of Dean Graham in Joan Craw- 
ford’s “Possessed” on the War- 
ner lot. At long last, Raymond 
Massey was to play a civilian 
role once more. 


Warner Actress 
Satisfies 
Life Ambition 


“Though silly as it may sound, 
if it hadn’t been for a weak 
and overloaded clothesline, I 
might never have worked with 
Joan Crawford,” said Geraldine 
Brooks. 

The clothesline episode came 
early in Geraldine’s life. 

Her childhood was greatly in- 
fluenced by prominent profes- 
sional people who visited their 
home, Father was president of 
the Brooks Costume Company, a 
firm that outfitted nearly every 
big dramatic and musical show 
on Broadway. 

Consequently, a good part of 
Geraldine’s youth was devoted 
to putting on plays in and 
around her home. She and her 
sister, Gloria, would round up 
their friends and put on produc- 
tions that were admission-free 
co their less talented friends. 
“Gloria, being a year older,” said 
Geraldine, “almost always played 
the lead. I’d be the ‘heavy,’ or 
whatever other good role was 
left. 

“Lots of times we’d put on our 
plays in the backyard between 
the lines of snowy-white wash. 
It made a wonderful backdrop 
for us and it always smelled so 
clean and fresh. 

“In fact, it smelled so good, I 
wasn’t at all sure I wanted to be 
an actress. Being a laundress 
seemed glamorous, until one day 
when an especially dramatie ges- 
ture hit the heavily loaded wash- 
line and it came down in the dirt. 

“Having to do the laundry 
clean as punishment, nipped 
that ambition in the bud and I 
went on with my original idea 
to become an actress.” 

The pretty young actress, 98 
pounds and 21 years, to be ex- 
act, appears in Warner Bros.’ 
“Possessed,” in which she por- 
trays Miss Crawford’s  step- 
daughter. It is her second role 
since leaving the stage to join 
Warner Bros.—the first was 
with Errol Flynn in “Cry Wolf,” 
as yet unreleased. “Possessed” 
comes to the Strand Theatre on 
Friday, starring Joan Craw- 
ford and Van Heflin. 


Still No. 667-13 

RAYMOND MASSEY, star of 
stage and screen, plays an im- 
portant role in Warner Bros.’ 
“Possessed,” at the Strand. Mr. 
Massey and Geraldine Brooks 
head a large supporting cast in 
the Joan Crawford-Van Heflin 

starrer. 
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Actor Abhors 
Stage, Film 
Eating Roles 


“T,”’ said Raymond Massey as 
he sat down at the breakfast 
table on the set of Warner Bros.’ 
“Possessed,” the Joan Crawford- 
Van Heflin starrer now at the 
Strand, “hate eating scenes!” 

He looked down at the plate 
in front of him and continued: 
“T probably hate them with more 
fervor than any other actor in 
the business, and all because of 
a picture I did many years ago 
at the old ‘U.’ It was cold roast 
beef. Cold roast beef for 12 
straight days. Some of the 
scenes required as many as 13 
takes. My stomach must have 
thought I’d signed on as garbage 
can to a prime roast beef house. 

“After that, I recall a_ pic- 
ture with Eddie Robinson where 
for four days I ate nothing but 
cheese. Eddie averaged 10 choco- 
late eclairs during the same 
period. There was another chap 
at the next table who was sup- 
posed to be eating sherbet. He 
was allergic to the eggs in sher- 
bet, so they fixed him up with 
cold mashed potatoes, over which 
crushed strawberries had been 
poured. Only the diabolic mind 
of a prop man could dream up 
such dishes as are served on sets. 

“Only once in my career, can 
I recall beating the rap. I beat 
it steadily for two years during 
the stage run of ‘The Shining 
Hour.’ I had to eat a full meal 
at each performance. During 
that two years I didn’t have a 
single dinner in a restaurant. I 
ordered the very best’ meals 
served on the stage. 

“Sometime, if you care to 
listen, I’l] tell you about cigar 
smoking scenes. I never smoke 
’em by choice.” 

Massey and Geraldine Brooks 
head a large and capable cast of 
featured players in the film. 


Still Sailor 


Van Heflin, currently starring 
with Joan Crawford in Warners’ 
“Possessed,” currently at the 
Strand, is small boat shopping. 
Van, who knows his deep-water 
sailing, first shipped out of Long 
Beach when a high school boy 
and still holds a third mate’s 
ticket for commercial vessels. 


« 


Still No. 667-517 

VAN HEFLIN, co-starred with 
Joan Crawford in Warner Bros.’ 
“Possessed” at the Strand, plays 
the role of a confirmed bachelor 
who refuses to be caught in the 


web of marriage. Supporting 
the stars are Raymond Massey 
and Geraldine Brooks. 


MAT No. LE 


Still No. 667-46 

JOAN CRAWFORD in her role 
of unrequited love, is co-starred 
with Van Heflin in Warner Bros.’ 
“Possessed” at the Strand. Ray- 
mond Massey and Geraldine 
Brooks head a large supporting 

cast in other important roles. 


MAT No. 1H 


Joan Crawford 
Calls Self 
Own Worst Set. 


Joan Crawford picked up a 
stitch on the socks she was knit- 
ting, told “Tonic,” her French 
poodle pup, to get off the day 
bed, and said, “No, I don’t be- 
lieve it takes a genius to be a 
good mother and actress,’’—all 
at the same time. 

The actress was between 
scenes of ‘Possessed’ on the 
Warner Bros. lot. It is her sec- 
ond film since she gave her Acad- 
emy Award winning perform- 
ance in “Mildred Pierce,” fol- 
lowed by “Humoresque.” Joan 
has Van Heflin as her leading 
man, and co-starrer in the cur- 
rent film now at the Strand. 

“T’ll admit,” said Joan, after 
muttering over two more dropped 
stitches, “‘that I’ve been lucky. I 
didn’t have to make any pictures 
for two years. During that time 
I was able to get Christinia and 
Christopher pretty well estab- 
lished in a routine.” The young- 
sters are both in school now and 
there is a capable nurse to watch 
over them between school hours 
and the time their mother re- 
turns from work at the studio. 

“There are times,” continued 
Joan, “‘when it takes all my in- 
genuity to keep on schedule. I 
have a 50 minute drive between 
my home in Brentwood and the 
studio. That means when I’m 
working I have to rise at five in 
the morning to be on the set in 
time. 

“The four hours between five 
and nine give me time for a hur- 
ried check on the children, a 
light breakfast and a glance at 
the front page of the morning 
paper. The balance of the time 
is devoted to the drive to the 


studio, and sessions with the 
hairdresser, make-up, ward- 
robew4 37 


Joan is seldom able to make a 
luncheon date. This time goes to 
a hurried lunch and a complete 
renewal of her make-up for the 
afternoon’s shooting. 

“IT know it sounds hectic,” 
concluded the star. “But once 
you make yourself stick to the 
routine you have established, it 
isn’t bad. Ask any G.I. who has 
had a sergeant to help him—and 
I guess I’m my own worst top- 
kick,” confessed Miss Crawford. 


Tough Sledding for Cupid 
In ‘Possessed’, Strand Film 


Several Popular 
Movies Play 
On Same Theme 


Unrequited love is having an- 
other inning at Warner Bros. 
Studio where cupid is, figura- 
tively, shooting his arrows into 
the air and never finding them 
at all. Or almost never. 


Joan Crawford loves. co- 
starrer Van Heflin in “Pos- 
sessed,” the Warners’ drama 


now playing at the Strand, and 
that love, when not returned by 
Van, is the cause of all the lady’s 
many troubles throughout the 
whole picture. She never suc- 
ceeds in winning more than pass- 
ing attention from him. 


Bette’s Love 


“Deception” is the story of 
Bette Davis’s great love for Paul 
Henreid, a concert cellist, and 
of Claude Rains’ unreturned 
love for her. These lead to a tre- 
mendous climax of clashing tem- 
peraments, at which all three of 
these players are most expert. 
But Bette can’t marry Henreid 
and “live happily ever after” 
when the story is done. Neither 
ean Mr. Rains continue to pur- 
sue Bette. 

The story of “Pursued,” a 
Warner Bros.’ release, is a mix- 
ture of psychological repressions 
and repercussions which, 
throughout most of the story, 
prevents the culmination of any 
romance between Teresa Wright 
and Robert Mitchum. A happy 
ending, if there is one, is at least 
long delayed. 


Three Together 


The three pictures named were 
all filmed at Warner Bros. si- 
multaneously. But the inability 
of that studio’s stars to walk 
away together into the sunset at 
the end of a picture, indicating 
that true love has solved all 
their problems, also has been 
featured in several other recent- 
ly completed pictures. 

“Humoresque,” in which Miss 
Crawford and John Garfield are 
co-starred, is the story of a great 
and passionate love affair be- 
tween two people so different in 
nature that the audience in- 
stinctively knows they can never 
be happy together. 

Ann Sheridan shared a simi- 
larly unfortunate fate, as far as 
love is concerned, in the picture 
“Nora Prentiss.” In this she had 
some reels of happiness with 
Kent Smith, but in that again, 
every audience will understand 
the shadow that hangs over 
their lives. 


Bogie and Barbara 


It is something like that, too, 
which prevents Humphrey Bo- 
gart and Barbara Stanwyck 
from becoming ideally happy 
even though they play man and 
wife in “The Two Mrs. Car- 
rolls.” Here again, future audi- 
ences are put “in the know” 
early enough to avoid disappoint- 
ment when the apparent love 
story turns to tragic melodrama. 

These unusual twists to what 
otherwise might have been typi- 
cal love stories are expected to 
keep audiences bemused with 
other pictures, such as “Never 
Say Goodbye,” “The Big Sleep” 
and ‘The Time, the Place and 
the Girl,’ in which Cupid has 
much better luck. 


Still No. 667-511 


VAN HEFLIN, who spent an entire afternoon on the Warner set 

refusing to marry Joan Crawford despite her tears and entreaties, 

is co-starred with the lovely lady in Warner Bros.’ ‘Possessed,’ 
now playing at the Strand Theatre. 


MAT No. 2A 


Mimics On Camera Crew 
Upset Van Heflin’s Love 


A cool customer is Mr. Van 
Heflin. 

While “Possessed,” the War- 
ner Bros. film coming to the 
Strand on Friday, was being 
filmed, he spent entire after- 
noons refusing to marry Joan 
Crawford in spite of the lady’s 
tears and entreaties. 

Miss Crawford was as intense 
as Van Heflin was cool. That, of 
course, had been arranged for 
them by the writers who pre- 
pared the script and by Director 
Curtis Bernhardt who translated 
it onto film. Joan was very 
lovely to look at in her simple 
shirtwaist and skirt, her big, 
tear-filled eyes and her vibrantly 
low voice. 

Van Heflin looked rather good 
himself in his shirt sleeves and 
a sleeveless sweater. His de- 
tached, disinterested attitude as 
he listened to Miss Crawford’s 
declaration that she loved him 
and lost all pride, seemed to be 
exactly the effect that Director 
Bernhardt wanted. 

He was playing the piano at 
the beginning of the scene and 
Joan sat on the piano bench with 
him, closer than was really nec- 
essary. When he finally stopped 
playing and got up to cross the 
room, Joan followed him. All 
the dialogue during the several 
rehearsals was pitched in a low 
key but the camera crew, the 
electricians and even the grips 
on the set had memorized it by 
the time Director Bernhardt or- 
dered the first “take.” 

“I wish you’d marry me, 
David,” said the assistant cam- 
eraman to the sound boom boy 
(whose name isn’t David). 


“Louise,” said the boom boy 
in reply, “it wouldn’t be fair, 
leaving it like this. We’d better 
not see each other for a while.” 

“Tt hurts so. Just your saying 
that,” the cameraman went on 
before he was silenced by a look 
from Bernhardt. 

Raymond Massey laughed 
heartily at the take off. He 
heads the large 
supporting 
: cast which also 
includes Geral- 
dine Brooks, 
Moroni Olsen, 
Stanley Ridges 
and Don Mce- 
Guire. 

After sever- 
al hours of re- 
hearsals and 
takes, sans 
kibitzing, the 
director was 
finally satisfied 
that the tone 
of the film 
would be set 
with this scene. 
He was right 
but all hands agreed that Van 
Heflin must be quite a man to 
continue to brush off the lovely 
Miss Crawford for an entire 
afternoon, even in the interests 
of a motion picture plot. 


MAT No. 1B 


Raymond 
Massey 


Back to College 


Van Heflin, co-starring in 
“Possessed” with Joan Craw- 
ford, recently returned to his 
alma mater, the University of 
Oklahoma, where he _ lectured 
several classes in dramatics. 


Still No, 667-Art I 


JOAN CRAWFORD and VAN HEFLIN, co-stars in Warner Bros.’ 

“Possessed” at the Strand, in which Miss Crawford, a very appeal- 

ing woman, competes with the endearments of a moulded girder for 
the affections of her co-star, who plays an architect. 


MAT No. 2D 


BREVITIES 


For a scene in ‘Possessed,” 
now at the Strand Theatre, Joan 
Crawford had given Van Heflin 
four resounding slaps on the 
cheek. 

Van said quietly to Joan, 
“Have you looked at page 121 
of our script?” 

“No,” replied Joan. “Why ?” 

“Well,” retorted Van, “ 
page 121, I slap you.” 


on 


Raymond Massey’s gold, heav- 
ily ribbed cigarette case has ap- 
peared with him in seven motion 
pictures and five plays. It is now 
making its eighth picture with 
the actor who portrays Joan 
Crawford’s husband in Warner 


Bros.’ “Possessed,” at the 
Strand. 
Curtis Bernhardt, directing 


Warners’ “Possessed,” starring 
Joan Crawford and Van Heflin 
at the Strand, was responsible 
for the first all talking picture 
made in Germany, at the old 
U.F.A. studios, in 1929. 

That film was “The Last Com- 
pany” and was made in French 
and German. 


Joan Crawford appeared sans 
makeup and hair-dressing for 
hospital scenes in Warner Bros.’ 
“Possessed,” now at the Strand. 
The star was portraying a men- 
tally ill guest in Los Angeles’ 
General Hospital. 

Miss Crawford insisted it was 
the first rest her face and hair 
had received since the picture 
started. 

“Possessed,” co-starring Miss 
Crawford and Van Heflin, is 
capably supported by a large 
supporting cast headed by Ray- 
mond Massey and Geraldine 
Brooks, new Warner starlet. 
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Pere Westmore, Warner make- 
up expert, developed a new hand 


makeup that greatly simplified 


life for Joan Crawford and her 
cameraman of “Possessed,” Joe 
Valentine. 

The problem was that hand 
makeup, which is liquid, seldom 
matched the pancake facial 
makeup and could not be over- 
come even by the most expert 
lighting. 

The solution was found when 
Westmore liquified pancake 
makeup of the same number in 
a special solvent. 

“Possessed,” at the Strand, co- 
stars Miss Crawford and Van 
Heflin, supported by Raymond 
Massey, Geraldine Brooks, and 
a host of others. 


Van Heflin, currently co-star- 
ring with Joan Crawford in 
Warner Bros. “Possessed,” at 
the Strand, walked into one of 
the better men’s shops—Object, 
slacks. 

The tailor showed him mate- 
rials, finally quoted a price of 
$75.00. 

“Look,” bellowed Van. “Re- 
member me? I’m Van Heflin. 
That stuff is for the tourists!” 

Heflin got his slacks. Price: 
$75.00. 


Van Heflin’s apartment in the 
Warner Bros. picure “Pos- 
sessed,” at the Strand, is an ex- 
act duplicate of one occupied by 
director Curtis Bernhardt when 
he first came to this country 
from Europe. 

An etching which hangs on a 
wall, is the property of Bern- 
hardt and is one of the few 
treasures he was able to salvage 
as he made his escape. 


Heflin, Conn 
Collide 
In Blackout 


Van Heflin, now co-starring 
with Joan Crawford in Warner 
Bros.’ “Possessed” at the Strand, 
is Billy Conn’s No. 1 fan... and 
for a good personal reason. 

Heflin, a lieutenant on his way 
to join the Ninth Air Forces in 
England, had just completed his 
convoy ride across the Atlantic 
and was on the verge of missing 
the Liverpool to London train 
which was pulling out of the 
station. In the blackout he made 
a leap, battle gear, bedroll and 
all, into what he hoped was an 
empty compartment. . . . It 
wasn’t. 

Van was lifted by the nape of 
the neck, as though he weighed 
no more than a feather, by a 
voice which said, “Take it easy, 
Lieutenant, the war is liable to 
wait for you.” 

The voice in the dark turned 
out to be Billy Conn, on his way 
to give exhibition fights for the 
service men in the ETO. Van 
and Conn became good friends 
on the subsequent four-hour 
ride to London. 

It was the one and only meet- 
ing between the two celebrities, 
but it won for the fighter one of 
his best rooters. 


879th Feature 
Viewed By 
Warner Editor 


“Possessed,” the Warner Bros. 
—Joan Crawford, Van Heflin 
starrer at the Strand, marked 
the 879th feature production 
edited and supervised by Harold 
McCord since his assignment on 
“Don Juan,” first film to intro- 
duce Vitaphone twenty years 
ago. 

McCord, head of Burbank stu- 
dio’s editorial department, who 
was also film editor on the mile- 
stone picture “The Jazz Singer,” 
goes on record for having viewed 
and edited more footage than 
probably any other man in the 
industry. 

Checking over a list of all pic- 
tures, from 1921 to 1946, on 
which he has actively worked, 
McCord claims to have viewed 
some 21,000,000 feet of film, 
worked on 878 feature pictures 
and watched some 593 heroes 
kiss 593 heroines in 593 fade- 
outs. 


Similar Names 
Unset Movie Set 


Geraldine Brooks, who appears 
with Joan Crawford and Van 
Heflin in Warner Bros.’ “Pos- 
sessed,” which comes to the 
Strand on Friday, lived in a con- 
fused world during the filming 
of the picture. 

It seems that almost every 
other name called on the set was 
Jerry. And the result was that 
“Jerry” Brooks spent a good 
part of her time answering calls 
not meant for her. In the line 
up were Jerry Wald, the pro- 
ducer, Jerry Perreau, another 
member of the cast, and three 
crew members named Jerry. 

To further confuse  situa- 
tion, the assistant director was 
named Sherry, and the service 
man answered to the name of 
Brooks. None dared call him. 


Still No. 667-54 


RAYMOND MASSEY who heads the large supporting cast of 

“Possessed,” and JOAN CRAWFORD, star of the Warner produc- 

tion, receive congratulations from VAN HEFLIN, her co-star, on 
their marriage. “Possessed” is now at the Strand. 


MAT No. 2E 


Math Loses Out To Love 


In One ‘Possessed’ Scene 


Love is being challenged by 
higher mathematics in today’s 
screen dramas, and love is tak- 
ing a licking. 

One of the many instances 
takes place in Warners’ “Pos- 
sessed” at the Strand, in which 
Joan Crawford, a very appeal- 
ing woman on or off the screen, 
competes with the endearments 
of a moulded girder for the af- 
fection of her co-star Van Hef- 
lin, and she loses. 

Watched carefully by director 
Curtis Bernhardt, Joan tries to 
woo Van Heflin away from the 
mathematics of the engineering 
of a girder, about which he is 
very enthusiastic. 

“Why don’t you love me like 
you love that girder?” Joan asks 
Van Heflin. “I’m nicer than a 


Still No. 667-525 


girder. And a lot more inter- 
esting.” 

“Darling, in mathematics, you 
never lose yourself. In life — 
often. In love—often. But in 
mathematics,” Van pauses and 
taps the blueprint. “Two and 
two are always four.” 

The argument seems unbeat- 
able and Joan loses. 


Ex-Office Boy 


Jerry Wald, one of the most 
successful Hollywood producers, 
was once an office boy. Still a 
very young man, Jerry worked 
on a New York newspaper be- 
fore becoming a screen writer, 
and later producer. His latest is 
Warner’s “Possessed.” 


JOAN CRAWFORD and VAN HEFLIN, co-stars of Warner Bros.’ 

“Possessed,” at the Strand, are ably supported by a large cast 

headed by Raymond Massey and Geraldine Brooks. Directed by 
Curtis Bernhardt, “Possessed” was produced by Jerry Wald. 


MAT No. 2B 


EXPLOITATION 


JOAN CRAWFORD ‘STAND-IN’ SEARCH 
GETS BIG TREATMENT IN ALBANY! 


TAKE your tip from the way the Albany 
Strand handled this stunt for its ‘Humor- 
esque’ playdate. Credit goes to Charlie 


Smakwitz, Warner ad man, Leo Rosen, 
Strand manager, and Jerry Atkins, ad as- 
sistant, for expert doing. 


At right: some of the big newspaper space 
the stunt received. » 


Below: shown in reduced size is the An- 
nouncement Ad containing the Entry Blank. 
Very easy to duplicate. se 


Are YOU A 
Joan Crawford Double — f 
or 


DO YOU KNOW ONE! 


xb 


Win Valuable Prizes 


INCLUDING 

AN ALL EXPENSE 

PAID WEEK END 

IN NEW YORK 

e All entries must be in not luter 
than midnight Monday, January 

A Oe racia = 20 1947. You may be married 

STR ISEMB! or single. Each entry must have * 

‘ car sponsor spanebtima? The Details: 
make more than one entry, but 

NEGLIGEE it is not necessary for entries 

e to have sponsors. 


RADIO 


Set up contest few weeks in advance with cooperating newspaper to find 


° the local girl who most resembles Joan Crawford. Girls obtain entry 
blanks from newspaper or theatre, and then submit pictures of them- 
"He “HUMORESQUE” Joan Crawford Double Search selves, together with vital statistics. A selected committee of prominent 
« FINALS ON THE STRAND STAGE ¢ 

Thursday Eve, Jan. WB at 8:30 P. M. local merchants, beauticians, newspaper and radio personalities select 
? ten finalists to appear, opening night, onstage for final audience selec- 

FILL OUT COMPLETELY ‘i Se r : 5 ‘i 2 z * 
Se es on gee SA tion. Promoted prizes, which have been on display in lobby, are awarded 


YOUR LATEST PHOTOGRAPH 
Color of Halt... eee 


e Married or Single...... 


READ THE Sponsor's Name... mpvasaanes 
KNICKERBOCKER NEWS Street é City... 


FOR DETAILS Fy Mk mat by ond cane, We Note: A congratulatory wire from Joan Crawford to the winner will be 
sent. Send contest details to Warner Bros. Campaign Plan Editor, 321 
West 44th St., New York 18, N. Y., who will make the arrangements. 


4-DAY TEASER CAMPAIGN STARTS BALL ROLLING 


Plant one a day for four days in advance of opening; or all four, run-of-paper, 
on opening day with slug at bottom directing reader to your regular display 
ad in amusement pages. All four available on one mat. 


on Selection Night, with plenty of fotog and newspaper coverage. 


Don't Miss “HUMORESQUE" with Joan Crawford - John Garfield —STRAND 


could 

loved... hy the "a by the 
maddest love but never strangest fear fire of an 
a woman a heart unquenchable 
everknew! = POSSESSED / ever held! romance! SS 


ORDER: Teaser Mat No. 667-301-X from Warner Bros.’ Campaign Plan 
Editor, 321 W. 44th St., New York 18, N. Y. 


LOBBY IDEAS .... FASHIONS FOR NEWSPAPERS 


Easy-To-Make N. Y. Hollywood's 
Shadow-Box Advance Lobby Frame 


Blow up and silhouette 
still of Joan Crawford 
as shown here for front 
of lobby shadow-box. 
Cut small hole in one 
eye (or both) and run 
copy as suggested. Dis- 


play branch stills in- 
side. Joan Crawford 
head illustrated is 
available as an 8x10. 


Her guileless expression hides the 


strangest secret a woman ever ORD ER : Still N oO. 
POSSESSED! JC-60, from War- 


9 
DO YOU DARE to find out what it is? ner Bros.’ Cam- 


r aign Plan Editor, 
LOOK DEEP INTO HER EYES! onde a se 


New York 18. 


You can easily adapt this display for 
your lobby by using special Art Photos 
illustrated in Advertising Section. 


we 


Three Way Magic 


ratatatat alata! 


JOAN CRAWFORD, glamorous star of Warner Bros.’ current film 
drama, “Possessed”, wears a striking one-piece dress that boasts 
the air of a three-piece costume. Designed by Adrian, the dress 
achieves the effect of separate vest of Chinese red, blouse of white 


crepe and skirt of cocoa brown, accented by big gold buttons. Lovely Geraldine Brooks, currently 
featured in Warners’ stirring new film 
Fashion Mat No. 667-201-X drama,” Possessed,” makes a breathtaking 


bride in this misty white organdy wedding 
dress delicately. appliqued to accent the 


iste 


Especially created for glam- Fashion Mat Fashion Mat deep neckline, tiny puffed sleeves and 
orous Joan Crawford who No. 667-101-X No. 667-102-X bouffant hipline. A coronet of shirred 
currently stars in Warner : : white net trimmed with tiny orange 
Bros.’ “Possessed”, this ex- << Peheeiat® et blossoms tops the three-quarter veil. 


citing three-piece costume 
combines a sleeveless sweater 


of jet bugle beads with a tai- ORDER ALL fashion mats individually by number direct 
lored white crepe blouse and ’ . . 
aulils draped. black Jeksey from Warner Bros.’ Campaign Plan Editor, 321 W. 44th St., 
skirt. A Travis Benton design. New York 18, N. Y. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS =o [22 
FOR YOUR AIR CAMPAIGN sax mony we 
ON THIS PICTURE 


One 45-second Spot Announcement and one 


10-second Station Break, each allowing time 
for live announcement of theatre and date. 
(20TH ON OWE RECORD) 


Write to your local 
WARNER EXCHANGE 


FREE// 


A 5-Minute 


transcription of a Holly- 


Rave Reviews for Your Lobby 


Here’s What N. Y. Critics 
Say About “POSSESSED” 
“Lights its way through the dark corners of the 


heart via the torch Joan Crawford lugs for Van 
Heflin.” — Walter Winchell 


“One of the best . . . Merits top rank among the 
year’s best.” — N. Y. Mirror 


“Crawford at her best!’’— N. Y. Herald-Tribune 
"lt was wonderful!’’— PM 


“Fascinating!’’— N. Y. Times 


wood Interview with Joan 


“Highly effective melodrama. One of Miss Craw- 
ford’s most distinguished performances.” 
— N.Y. Sun 


Crawford, containing 


“Crawford's performance is certainly one of her 
best.’’— N. Y. Post 


many plugs for ‘Possessed. 


“Through every reel, ‘Possessed’ is slick and 
polished.”— N. Y. World-Telegram 


WRITE TO: 
Warner Bros.’ Campaign Plan Editor 
321 West 44th Street 
New York 18,N. Y. 


“Tops in Town.” 
— Dorothy Kilgallen (N. Y. Journal- American ) 


WATCH FOR “POSSESSED” 
AT THIS THEATRE SOON 


fe 


abe eget Your ae raat be aa BLOW UP direct from pressbook for frame in lobby or out 

panie y name oT radio starion an pro- coe e e@ ® 

sranivon wuieieehankecnstelpiiiany Wir ie Usb: front; individual quotes may also be slugged in at bottom 
of ads, or used for direct-mail promotion. 


NATIONAL PROMOTIONS 
LUX 


JOAN CRA 
fier Ht 
“POSSESSED” 


Weer Bren, Hawes | 


for Botter Than Any Cgarette 
You've Ever Smoked Bofors} — 


(Above) Newspaper ad in two sizes — 750 
lines and 420 lines 


Raleigh Cigarette's two newspaper ads (above, 
600-lines; below, 200-lines) give prominent billing 
to Joan Crawford and ''Possessed" in a nation- 
wide campaign that reaches 26,000,000 readers 
in 160 newspapers in 133 key cities across the 
country. Watch for local breaks. 


FOR EXTRA AD PROOFS, CONTACT: 
Mr. William Kearns 

Ted Bates Agency 

630 Fifth Ave. 

New York City 


FOR EXTRA AD PROOFS write to: 
Mr. Phil Filhaber 

J. Walter Thompson Co. 

420 Lexington Ave. 

New York City 


(Below) Full-page magazine ad 
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Tests cater by & ey of 4 depeche doers 


"My Beauty Facials leave skin softer, _ 
More appE|ling, says mis lovaly stor 


HOLLYWOOD PHOTO FLASHES | 


“JOAN CRAWFORD POSES IN LATEST HAT 


9 out of 10 Screen Stars use Lux Toilet Soap. 


i nt SN A ADA SRNR ASN 


PHOTOFLASHES 


Joan Crawford and ''Possessed" are 


Lux Soap stars Joan Crawford and credits 
"Possessed" in an all-out national magazine 
and newspaper campaign timed to break simul- 
taneously with the film's release. The ads break 
concurrently in both newspapers and maga- 
zines, a schedule that includes 35 leading news- 
papers in key cities from. coast to coast plus 
the following top magazines: Good House- 
keeping, Cosmopolitan, True Story, McCall's, 
Seventeen, Screen Guide, The American 
Weekly {in 4-colors) and the Fawcett Group. 


starred in the handsome 2-color, 
12"x18"' window poster shown here 
(left), a nationally subscribed-to weekly 


service sold on a local product-terri- 


 doan Crawford likes hats and isn't toa bashful to wear any tory basis. 
: one that strikes her fancy. Hollywood hat designers say she 
ee hes a flair for hats and, to prove it, sent us this lovely 


FOR LIST OF LOCAL SUBSCRIBERS, 
CONTACT: 


Lee Howard Advertising Co. 


150 Broadway 
New York 7, N. Y. 
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Actor Abhors 
Stage, Film 
Eating Roles 


“T,” said Raymond Massey as 
he sat down at the breakfast 
table on the set of 
“Possessed,” the Joan Crawford- 
Van Heflin starrer now at the 
Strand, “hate eating scenes!” 

He looked down at the plate 
in front of him and continued: 
“T.probably hate them with more 
fervor than any other actor in 
the business, and all because of 
a picture I did many years ago 
at the old ‘U.’ It was cold roast 
beef. Cold roast beef for 12 
straight days. Some of the 
scenes required as many as 13 
takes. My stomach must have 
thought I’d signed on as garbage 
can to a prime roast beef house. 

“After that, I recall a pic- 
ture with Eddie Robinson where 
for four days I ate nothing but 
cheese. Eddie averaged 10 choco- 
late eclairs during the same 
period. There was another chap 
at the next table who was sup- 
posed to be eating sherbet. He 
was allergic to the eggs in sher- 
bet, so they fixed him up with 
cold mashed potatoes, over which 
crushed strawberries had been 
poured. Only the diaboliec mind 
of a prop man could dream up 
such dishes as are served on sets. 

“Only once in my career, can 
I recall beating the rap. I beat 
it steadily for two years during 
the stage run of ‘The Shining 
Hour.’ I had to eat a full meal 
at each performance. During 
that two years I didn’t have a 
single dinner in a restaurant. I 
ordered the very best meals 
served on the stage. 

“Sometime, if you care to 
listen, I’ll tell you about cigar 
smoking scenes. I never smoke 
’em by choice.” 

Massey and Geraldine Brooks 
head a large and capable cast of 
featured players in the film. 


Still Sailor 


Van Heflin, currently starring 
with Joan Crawford in 
“Possessed,” currently at the 
Strand, is small boat shopping. 
Van, who knows his deep-water: 
sailing, first shipped out of Long 
Beach when a high school boy 
and still holds a third mate’s 
ticket for commercial vessels. 


Still No. 667-517 ‘ 

VAN HEFLIN, co-starred with 
Joan Crawford in 

“Possessed” at the Strand, plays 
the role of a confirmed bachelor 
who refuses to be caught in the 


web of marriage. Supporting 
the stars are Raymond Massey 
and Geraldine Brooks. 


MAT No. 1LE 


Still No. 667-46 

JOAN CRAWFORD in her role 
of unrequited love, is co-starred 
with Van Heflin in 

“Possessed” at the Strand. Ray- 
mond Massey and Geraldine 
Brooks head a large supporting 

cast in other important roles. 


MAT No. 1H 


Joan Crawford 
Calls Self 
Own Worst Sot. 


Joan Crawford picked up a 
stitch on the socks she was knit- 
ting, told “Tonic,” her French 
poodle pup, to get off the day 
bed, and said, “No, I don’t be- 
lieve it takes a genius to be a 
good mother and actress,’’—al! 
at the same time. 

The actress was’ between 
scenes of “Possessed” on the 

lot. It is her sec- 


THE STORY 


ond film since she gave her Acad- 
emy Award winning perform- 


ance in “Mildred Pierce,” fol-. 


lowed by “Humoresque.” Joan 
has Van Heflin as her leading 
man, and co-starrer in the cu 
rent film now at the Strand. 

“T’ll admit,” said Joan, after 
muttering over two more dropped 
stitches, “that I’ve been lucky. I 
didn’t have to make any pictures 
for two years. During that time 
I was able to get Christinia and 
Christopher pretty well estab- 
lished in a routine.” The young- 
sters are both in school now and 
there is a capable nurse to watch 
over them between school hours, 
and the time their mother re- 
turns from work at the studio. 

“There are times,” continued 
Joan, “when it takes all my in- 
genuity to keep on schedule. I 
have a 50 minute drive between 
my home in Brentwood and the 
studio. That means when I’m 
working I have to rise at five in 
the morning to be on the set in 
time. 

“The four hours between five 
and nine give me time for a hur- 
ried check on the children, a 
light breakfast and a glance at 
the front page of the morning 
paper. The balance of the time 
is devoted to the drive to the 
studio, and sessions ‘with the 
hairdresser, make-up, ward- 
PODGS. ae 

Joan is seldom able to make a 
luncheon date. This time goes to 
a hurried lunch and a complete 
renewal of her make-up for the 
afternoon’s shooting. 

“I know it sounds hectic,” 
concluded the star. “But once 
you make yourself stick to the 
routine you have established, it 
isn’t bad. Ask any G.I. who has 
had a sergeant to help him—and 
I guess I’m my own worst top- 


kick,” confessed Miss Crawford. 


Co, 


(Not for Publication) 


An unidentified woman (Joan Crawford) is found wander- 
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Dean Graham 
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(Advance Reader) 


‘Possessed 
Opens Friday 
At Strand 


Joan Crawford and Van Hef- 
lin share stellar billing in 
new film drama, “Pos- 
sessed,” opening Friday at the 
Strand Theatre. An excellent 
company of supporting players 
features Raymond Massey and 
screen newcomer Geraldine 
Brooks in other important roles. 
Based on a story by Rita Wei- 
man, “Possessed” was adapted 
for the screen by Silvia Richards 
and Ranald MacDougall and 
was directed by Curtis Bern- 
hardt for producer Jerry Wald. 
The film’s original music was 
composed by Franz Waxman. 
Joseph Valentine, A.S.C., direc- 
ted the photography. 


JOAN CRAWFORD 
VAN HEFLIN 
Raymond Massey 
Geraldine Brooks 
Stanley Ridges 
John Ridgely 
Moroni Olsen 
Nana Bryant 
Erskine Sanford 
Gerald Perreau 
Lisa Golm 

Don McGuire 
Douglas Kennedy 
Monte Blue 

Griff Barnett 


(Opening Day Reader) 


‘Possessed’ 
Starts Today 
At Strand 


“Possessed,” a 
film drama starring Joan Craw- 
ford and Van Heflin and featur- 
ing Raymond Massey and screen 
newcomer Geraldine Brooks in 
other important roles, heads the 
new bill opening tonight at the 
Strand Theatre. 

A story by Rita Weiman sup- 
plied the material for the Silvia 
Richards-Ranald MacDougall 
screenplay which was directed 
by Curtis Bernhardt and pro- 
duced for Warners by Jerry 
Wald. Photography and original 
music for the film were executed, 
respectively, by Joseph Valen- 
tine, A.S.C. and Franz Waxman. 


ing in downtown Los Angeles, ill and dazed. The proprietor of 
a beanery calls an ambulance which takes her to the Los 
Angeles County Hospital. There, Dr. Harvey Willard (Stanley 
Ridges), examines her. She does not recall her name, Clothing 
labels from a Washington, D. C., store are the only clues to 
her previous existence. After prolonged questioning, however, 
Dr. Willard learns this story: 

She is Louise Howell, a nurse in the employ of Dean 
Graham (Raymond Massey) to whose ailing wife, Pauline 
(Nana Bryant), she ministers. The Graham summer home is 
situated across the lake from the summer lodge of David Sut- 
ton (Van Heflin), handsome engineer with whom Louise is 
madly in love. 

When David abruptly announces their romance is over, 
Louise becomes hysterical but fails to move David with tears 
or entreaties. Subsequently, Mrs. Graham querulously accuses: 
Louise of trying to win Dean away from her, an accusation 
so baseless, Louise ignores it. 

Increasingly miserable wihout David, Louise tries unsuc- 
cessfully to see him. Then, one night Mrs. Graham is found 
drowned and the inquest arrives at a verdict of “suicide.” _ 

Dean’s two children, Carol (Geraldine Brooks), young and 
attractive, and eight-year-old Wynn (Gerald Perreau), arrive 
home and Carol causes more trouble for Louise by mouthing 
the same vitriolic accusations uttered originally by her 
mother. She discharges Louise but Dean asks her to stay on 
and help run his home. She remains in spite of Carol’s open 
hostility. ; 

Back in Washington for the winter, Louise sees David 
unexpectedly when he visits Dean on business. Afraid to be 
further exposed to his charm, she decides to leave the Graham 
employ but Dean, instead, asks her to marry him. Louise ac- 
cepts, mainly to gain the wealth and prestige she feels will 
make her more attractive to the unattainable David. 

Once married, Louise dispatches her wifely duties with 
seeming serenity but actually nurtures a secret and desperate 
love for David. Learning that he and Carol plan to marry, 
she calls on David and confronts him with a gun. He tries to 
reason: with her to no avail. She kills him, rather than lose 
him to anyone else. 

Thus ends Louise’s story to Dr. Willard. The doctor locates 
Dean who arrives promptly from the East, still deeply in love 
with Louise. When Willard advises him that Louise is so ill 
and confused she may not recognize him immediately, Dean 
is prepared to wait for her indefinitely, certain she will be 
well once more. 


RUNNING TIME; 108 mins. 


Still No. 667-511 


VAN HEFLIN, who spent an entire afternoon on the set 

refusing to marry Joan Crawford despite her tears and entreaties, 

is co-starred with the lovely lady in ‘“‘Possessed, 
now playing at the Strand Theaire. 
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Suddenly, noticeably, 
your heart-beat is speeding. You are 
prepared for almost any exciting thing 


when Louise (Joan Crawford) says: 


] 
I'VE DONE THINGS I'M 
ASHAMED OF.BUT THIS 
ISNT ONE OF THEM... 


Then she does what she does. And all 
the countless tense happenings in 
“POSSESSED” take on new meaning after 


this one thunder-clap moment. 
As it shatters the hush of the darkened 
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Official Billing 


WARNER BROS. ou, 


CRAWFORD HEPLIN 
“POSSESSED”. 


RAYMOND GERALDINE 
MASSEY BROOKS = 40% 


Directed by Curtis Bernhardt 25% 


Screen Play by 3% 
Silvia Richards and Ranald MacDougall 


Based Upon a Story by Rita Weiman 2% 


Musie by Franz Waxman 3% 


Director of Photography 
Joseph Valentine, A.S.C. 3% 


Produced by Jerry Wald 25% 


A Warner Bros.-First National Picture 5% 
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Scanned from the United Artists collection at the 
Wisconsin Center for Film and Theater Research, 
with support from Matthew and Natalie Bernstein. 


for Film and Theater Research 


http://wcftr.commarts.wisc.edu 
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